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50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildiife
and Plants; Findings on Petitions to
List Populations of the Western Snowy
Plover and the California Mountain
Lion

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service.
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of findings on petitions.

suMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service announces 90-day petition
findings for two petitions to amend the
Lists of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife and Plants. Substantial
information has been presented that a
petition to list coastal western snowy
plovers may be warranted. Substantial
information has not been presented that
listing a Santa Monica Mountains
population of the California mountain
lion may be warranted.

pATES: The findings announced in this
notice were made in July 1988.
Comments and information may be
submitted until further notice.

ADDRESSES: Information, comments, or
questions regarding the coastal western
snowy plover petition may be submitted
to the Supervisor, Fish and Wildlife
Enhancement Field Station, 727 N.E.
24th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97232.
Information, comments, or questions
regarding the Santa Monica Mountains
mountain lion petition may be submitted
to the Field Supervisor, Fish and
Wildlife Enhancement Field Station.
Federal Building, 24000 Avila Road.
Laguna Niguel, California 92677. The
petitions, findings, supporting data, and
comments are available for public
inspection, by appointment, during
normal business hours at the above
addresses.

FOR FUATHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Russell D. Peterson, at the above
Portland, Oregon, Field Station address
(telephone 503/231-6179 or FTS 429-

6179); Ms. Nancy Kaufman, at the above
Laguna Niguel, California, Field Station
address (telephone 714/643-4270 or FTS
796-4270). \

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Section 4{b})(3}(A) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (Act), as amended in
1982 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), requires
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service} make a finding on whether a
petition to list, delist, or reclassify a
species presents substantial scientific or
commercial information to demonstrate
that the petitioned action may be
warranted. To the maximum extent
practicable, this finding is to be made
within 90 days of the receipt of the
petition, and the finding is to be
published promptly in the Federal
Register. If the finding is positive, the
Servige is also required to promptly
commence a review of the status of the
involved species. The Service has
received and made 90-day findings on
the following petitions.

A petition from Dr. |. P. Myers, Senior
Vice President, National Audubon
Society, was dated March 11, 1988, and
received on March 24, 1988. It requested
that a Pacific coast population of the
western snowy plover, Charadrius
alexandrinus nivosus, be added to the
list of threatened species. The petitioner
submitted information documenting the
decline of, current status of, and threats
to coastal western snowy plovers. The
number of birds nesting in coastal
Washington, Oregon, and California,
has declined by about 50 percent in the
past two decades despite protective
efforts by the affected States. Primary
factors have been habitat loss and
alteration from recreation, coastal
developments, and introduction of
European beach grass. Nest
abandonment and predation have also
been significant. Questions pertaining to
the significance of interchange between
coastal and interior stocks of the
subspecies and demarcation of the
subspecies itself remain to be answered.
Nonetheless, the Service found that the
petition presented substantial
information indicating that the
requested action may be warranted.
Formal review of the status of the entire
subspecies Charadrius alexandrinus
nivosus has been in progress since the
Service's December 30, 1982 vertebrate
notice of review {47 FR 58454).

A petition from Mr. Sean Manicn, on
behalf of the Topanga-Las Virgenes
Resource Conservation District of
California, was dated April 12, 1988, and
received on April 25, 1988. The
petitioner requested that a Santa
Monica Mountains population of the

California mountain lion (Felis concolor
californica) be added to the list of
endangered species. After review of the
petition and supporting documentation,
the Fish and Wildlife Service finds that
the petition does not present substantial
information that the requested action
may be warranted.

The range of the California mountain
lion encompasses most of California,
southern Oregon, western Nevada, and
southern Baja California, Mexico. The
lion is distributed throughout the
majority of its historic range and the
population appears to be stable or
increasing. Although the petition
presents information suggesting
deterioration of the lions’ habitat in the
Santa Monica mountains, there is
insufficient evidence that would support
a determination that these animals
constitute a completely isolated
subpopulation or that the status of the
species, as a whole, is declining over all
or a significant portion of its range.

Author

This notice was prepared by Ms.
Jackie Campbell, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 500 N.E. Multnomah Street,
Suite 1692, Portland, Oregon 97232 (503/
231-6150 or FTS 429-6150).

Authority

The authority for this action is the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended: Pub. L. 93-205, 87 Stat. 884;
Pub. L. 94-359, 90 Stat. 911; Pub. L. 95—
632, 92 Stat. 3751; Pub. L. 96-159, 93 Stat.
1225; Pub. L. 97-304, 96 Stat. 1411 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); Pub. L. 99-625, 100
Stat. 3500 (1986), unless otherwise noted.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and threatened wildlife,
Fish, Marine mammals, Plants
(agriculture).

Dated: October 26, 1988.

Susan Recce

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks
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